
 
 
 

  

September 21, 1986:
John, Dick, & Jim Burt
unveil the new William
A. Burt marker in Stony
Creek Metropark, Macomb 
County, MI near the
boat ramp on land ownedboat ramp on land owned
by William A. Burt in 1822.

All photos and captions have been added by John Burt, and were not in the original MSRLS History
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John Burt received the first Surveyor of the Past award on 
behalf of William Austin Burt, Annual MSRLS Meeting 1988 
 

 

In February, 2001 John Burt  
donated the only known 
daguerreotype of William A. Burt 
to the MSPS museum.  
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Special 
Recognition 
John S. Burt 

For your 
Accomplishments 

In promoting 
Surveying 

In Michigan 

 
Jim, John & Dick Burt 

 
30 members of the       
Burt family attended       

the Banquet. 

September 10, 1994: 
At the Sesquicentennial 
Celebration of William A.  
Burt’s discovery of iron ore 
 in the UP of Michigan. 

MSRLS reenactment surveyors, 
including Jack Owens, on left, 
demonstrate how to operate a 
Burt Solar Compass to several 
members of the Burt family. 
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Added Historically Significant Event: 
 

In February 2000, the Michigan Society of Professional Surveyors recommended a joint 
venture with the Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors to repair the damaged Mile Post 
Zero marker, at the beginning of the Wisconsin-Michigan boundary survey originally run 
by William A. Burt in 1847.  US National Forest surveyor Pat Leemon coordinated the 
historical event on August 18, 2001. He invited William Austin Burt’s direct descendant 
John Burt, and Ojibwa Tribal Chief Richard McGeshick, Sr. to unveil the new monument 
during a special ceremony.  The beginning point of Burt’s Michigan-Wisconsin survey is 
now a concrete-filled stainless steel pipe casing capped with a bronze marker. A highlight 
of the event featured several MSPS re-enactment surveyors, including Jack Bueche (who 
portrayed William A. Burt) and Jack Owens, who demonstrated the proper use of pioneer 
survey equipment. 
 
 


